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CONSERVATIONIST

Memphis is known as a Place of
Good Abode—a growing city that
ranks second to none in national ac
claim won for cleanliness and beautification.
Here in the capital of the Mid-South,
the Old South and the New South meet.
And here, too, is a gateway across the
mighty Mississippi to the West. But
Memphis is more than a regional city.
Its status as a prime distribution and
transportation center, headquarters for
three national motel chains as well as
nationally operated restaurants, and as
a cotton and hardwood center give
Memphis a special ranking as a "na
tional" city.
Here is a city wrapped in colorful
history, and one which has broken
through the wrappings to become one
of America's fastest-growing and most
progressive cities.
It was near here that Hernando DeSoto first looked upon the Father of
the Waters, in 1541. In 1819, the year
after the United States purchased the
area that is West Tennessee from the

Chickasaw Indians, a village was laid
out on the towering Chickasaw bluffs.
Andrew Jackson, one of the founders
and later the seventh President of the
United States, is credited with naming
the settlement after the Egyptian city
of the same name.
When the village was incorporated in
1826, the population was 500. Today,
our metropolitan population is more
than 800,000. The population of Mem
phis and Shelby County and a 50-mile
radius is more than 1,200,000.
It was here that W. C. Handy wrote
the first blues. It was here that a young
Memphian named Elvis Presley wan
dered into a studio in 1953 and paid $4
to make a recording.
It is in Memphis that Danny Thomas
built St. Jude Hospital.
Memphis serves a large and rich agri
cultural region that has now balanced
its agriculture with industry ... a
modern city that is guarding its ties
with the past while building new oppor
tunities in a glamorous new age.
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Starting the first of this month and throughout the remainder of the
year the city of Memphis, Tennessee will celebrate its 150th birthday.
It will be a year filled with exciting events and programs tc
and thrill thousands.

MEMPHIS
When the surveyors of 1819 crashed through the under
growth of the Fourth Chickasaw Bluff, leaving behind them
the grid of stakes which was all there was of the town of
Memphis, the area had already known twice as much history
as from 1819 to now.
Somewhere to the south of the stake labeled "Union
Street" the Indians of 1514 had watched fearfully from their
mud huts as Hernando De Soto led his tatterdemalions
through the canebrakes toward his first view of the great
river. Where autos ceaselessly charge the Crump Bridge to
day, Sire De Bienville gazed wearily over the ramparts of his
Fort Assumption in 1739 and decided to go back to New
Orleans, with the Chickasaws still unpunished. Along the
waterfront northward, where Davy Crockett came floating in
naked and freezing atop his overturned flatboat, and where
today's impounded mutts yelp their protest, the Spanish
soldiers of Fort San Fernando listened in 1795 for a more
bloodcurdling kind of yelp in the dark woods around them.
The Americans, who in 1797 moved I -.to the Spanish ruins
and built their own fort, inherited also the mosquitoes and
miseries of the bayou mouth. A year later they gave up the
fort there, which they had called Fort Adams and which
Meriwether Lewis had commanded, for the old Bienville
site atop the high, windy bluffs to the south. Here Fort Pick
ering with a handful of soldiers was the only token of white
civilization on the east bank of the river from the Ohio to
Vicksburg. In 1801 the Natchez Trace was arranged for here
by treaty, and Zachary Taylor as commandant launched his
bright career. Thomas Jefferson ordered a government trad
ing house for Indians to be set up near the fort in 1802, as
part of his scheme to get rid of the tribes by inveigling them
into debt and taking their lands. The plan was not effective,
but in 1818 the lands were taken anyhow, for a payment of
$300,000, and West Tennessee became open to settlement.
Andrew Jackson, John Overton, and James Winchester had a
town all planned.
A kaleidoscope of the city's career since 1819 would be in
very living color ... a yankee general fleeing afoot, his
nightshirt tail flapping behind him down the alleys with

Forrest's raiders in hot pursuit . . . the first fire engine, filled
with soapsuds and soot with which to spray the light ladies
who insisted on sharing the public promenade with their re
spectable sisters . . . Elvis's glottal bel-canto cutting across
the cadenzas of four current Met sopranos from Memphis
. . . W. C. Handy's bandwagon for Mr. Crump blaring away
down Main Street in 1909 election with the tune "Mr. Crump
Don't 'Low No Easy Riders 'Round Here," better known as
"The Memphis Blues" later . . . starry-eyed Fanny Wright
striding in her special pantaloons through the half-cleared
fields of Nashoba colony, where her dreams of self-emanci
pation will bankrupt her . . . the sturdy citizenry lined up on
the waterfront en masse for a showdown with the flatboat
hoodlums who have far outnumbered them for years ... the
endless bales of cotton clacking in over the rails and sliding
away on the steam-boats. . . . Thomas Edison electrocuting
cockroaches during lulls in his telegraph office overlooking
Court Square . . . Alexis de Tocqueville on Christmas eve
watching the wretched Choctaws board the boat that will
take them to an unknown West, noting on the footpath down
the bluff at Adams Street the tottering form of a squaw,
whimpering in her rags with the sub-zero cold, uprooted
from her home at the age of 110 . . . another Alexis, this time
a Grand Duke of Russia, dancing the Lancers with almost all
the ladies at the grand ball in the Overton Hotel honoring
himself and General Custer. . . . the river of bodies drifting
down from the shattered "Sultana" after the world's greatest
maritime disaster, not excluding the Titanic's . . . Clarence
Saunders ushering the patrons through the turnstile of the
world's first self-service store, as the supermarket era is born
... the nightmare of yellow fever that reduced the population
from 45,000 to 20,000 and dissolved the chartered city into a
state taxing district . . . thousands of Memphians watching
from the bluff the river battle that will decide their fate . . .
the fantastic recovery from the fever to a quintupled size in
twenty years . . . Mark Twain after the "Pennsylvania" ex
plosion, sitting by the side of his burned, dead brother and
writing home "God bless Memphis! The noblest city on the
face of the earth!"B

Aerial View of DeSoto Park and Mississippi River
Bridge at Memphis, Tenn. *
,'

Above; MEMPHIS METROPOLITAN AIR
PORT is among the country's most striking air
port facilities. Memphis is served by nine airlines,
and the Memphis airport accommodates more
than 2,282,000 annually. *
Left: NEW HOME OF MEMPHIS &
SHELBY COUNTY CHAPTER of the Ameri
can National Red Cross is designed for maximum
service. Modern architecture is being put to work
throughout the city to bring a new and pleasing
look in public and private construction. *

*
Dupont Plant, Memphis
Photo Courtesy Memphis Chamber of Commerce

The Memphis Plant of the Firestone Tire & Rubber Company is one of the largest
tire manufacturing units in the world. The plant is the largest in the
Mid-South area and has facilities to produce hundreds of different types and sizes of
truck-bus, tractor, farm implement, earth-mover, military, and passenger tires. *
an(j most modern

FOOTSTEPS
through

JURIS
HISTORY
by Edward F. Williams III

NA THAN BEDFORD FORREST, Confederate " Wizard of the
Saddle," is buried beneath this equestrian statue in Memphis' Forrest
Park, named for the cavalry commander from Memphis. *

Jefferson Davis Park

What was Thomas A. Edison's occupation when he lived
in Memphis? How old was Nathan Bedford Forrest when he
joined the Confederate Army? Why was Shelby County
named for a former Kentucky governor?
Trivia? No!
Twenty questions? No!
What then?
These are just a few of the questions that hikers are ex
pected to answer as they walk along the Memphis Sesquicentennial Trail. This ten mile long historic trail which was
opened last November winds through the parks and land
marks of downtown Memphis.
Although the trail was laid out with Boy Scouts in mind,
it is open to the general public. In fact, the scouts and scouters of a single troop did most of the work in developing the
trail. This group is Boy Scout Troop 343 of the Chickasaw
Council in Memphis, the same troop which previously pio
neered nine other trails, including six at Shiloh National
Military Park.

The Pink Palace Museum

Since 1960 the Boy Scouts of America have unofficially
sponsored and sanctioned the laying out of trails with indi
vidual scout troops held responsible for their maintenance.
Over one hundred such trails are now in operation with na
tional B. S. A. approval, and the Memphis Sesquicentennial
Trail is one of them. However, Scoutmaster Ken Humphreys,
who is also chairman of the Memphis Sesquicentennial Trail
Committee, points out that most trails are located far from
urban centers and this is the only one approved which goes
through the heart of the historic downtown district of a
major southeastern city. If this one proves popular it is ex
pected that others will be established throughout the country.
The Memphis trail makes considerable use of historic
markers, erected by the Tennessee Historical Commission,
both as check points and sources of information for hikers. It
passes through the streets of the three original riverfront
towns—Memphis, South Memphis, and Chickasaw City—
which merged to form much of the present city.
The trail begins in the third town which also had another
name—Ft. Pickering. This same name is applied to a military
post which once stood where hikers now begin their trek.
Along the route, hikers will see Indian mounds which are
purported to be part of a village which DeSoto visited, Civil
War landmarks such as the house where General U. S. Grant
stayed during his occupation of Memphis, and numerous
statues like those of Forrest, Jefferson Davis, and W. C.
Handy.
There are scenic views, too. At Ashburn Park, one of the
highest points on the Chickasaw Bluff, hikers can see a 20mile stretch of the Mississippi River and most of the Mem
phis skyline. River writers have called this the best view of
the lower Mississippi available anywhere, and it can only be
reached by foot.
Other stops along the way include the modern new City
Hall and the beautiful old Fontaine House. Special rates are
available for uniformed scout hikers who want to see the in
side of this Victorian mansion which still retains the charm
of nineteenth century Memphis.

These Scouts pause, while hiking the Susquicentennial Trail, to ramble
around in DeSoto Park and stand where DeSoto may have stood.

Another historic house on the route is the Magevney
House. Built in 1831, this quaint cottage in the middle of the
business district was bought by pioneer schoolteacher Eugene
Magevney in 1837 and is preserved today almost as it looked
then. It is now maintained by the Memphis Park Commis
sion and admission is free.
Most of the early Memphis churches are also along the
trail. All denominations are included, but Calvary Episcopal
has the oldest building. That church was built in 1844 and
predates all other public edifices which still stand. Memphians like to point with pride to the fact that their city has
more churches than gasoline service stations.
In order to provide additional historical background, hikers
are expected to make a side excursion to the Memphis Pink
Palace Museum, but they won't have to walk to it. At the
Museum they will find many dioramas and exhibits related
to the city's early history.
Hikers will not go unrewarded. If they hike the entire trail,
answer sixty questions pertaining to the route, and read one
of two historical pamphlets concerning Memphis—either
Early Memphis And Its River Rivals or Footsteps Through
History—they will receive a small certificate to show their
accomplishment. Those who qualify are also given the oppor
tunity to purchase a special trail patch and medal if they
desire.
As to the questions—the answers appear at different points
along the trail. In fact, the questions at the beginning of this
article are among those to be answered by hikers.
If you are curious about these historical facts, or you
would just like to test your stamina on a unique hiking ex
perience, write to the Memphis Sesquicentennial Trail Com
mittee, P. O. Box 22262, Memphis, Tenn. 38122 for further
information.•

Magevney House

These Scouts get a panoramic view of Memphis and the river from
this park located on the Holiday Inns Rivermont property.
Left: Harry Bass, of Memphis, helps his children, Margaret and
Bruce, peek into the magic log at the Pink Palace. Other curious tots
are busy poking their hands through the holes and trying to guess what
they are touching.

NA THAN BEDFORD FORREST statue

Main entrance to Memphis City Hall

7

LINKING MEMPHIS with Arkansas and the West is the Memphis-Arkansas Bridge, one of three
which spans the mighty Mississippi River at Memphis. Plans have been completed for another bridge which
will serve the new Interstate 40.

SESQUICENTENNIAL
SCHEDULE
Most Reverend Joseph A. Durick, D.D., Apostalic Ad
ministrator, Diocese of Nashville, the celebrant. Publica
tion of The Commercial Appeal Sesquicentennial edition.
MAY—
Memphis Cotton Carnival (May 3) brings nine days of
merriment and revelry to visitors and residents alike.
Memphis Open (19th-23rd) attracts Nation's top golfing
pros. Memphis Rose Show will highlight "Memphis Heri
tage," new hybrid named in honor of the Sesquicentennial.
Memphis Press Scimitar publishes special edition. Tennes
see Poetry Festival.
JUNE—
W. C. Handy Memorial Concert. Super stars appear in
Memphis Memorial Stadium for tribute to "Memphis
Sound—Yesterday and Today." Baseball, featuring Mem
phis Blues.
JULY—
Patriotism Week. Baseball, featuring Memphis Blues.

JANUARY—
Sesquicentennial Bell rings in New Year. Memphis Sesquicentennial announced to Nation with float in Rose
Bowl Parade, Pasadena, California. Many year-long ac
tivities begin. Hiking Trail through 10 historic miles of
Memphis. Log Cabin Information Center in Court Square
—also, daily concerts in bandstand. Commemorative Me
dallion on sale. Sesquicentennial Sabbath. Basketball and
Ice Hockey.
FEBRUARY—
"A Valentine for Memphis Week," with emphasis on
what Memphians like about their city. Sesquicentennial
edition of Delta Review. Basketball and Ice Hockey.
MARCH"Military Week," will be an appropriate salute to the
military personnel located in and around Memphis. Bas
ketball and Ice Hockey.
APRIL—
Sesquicentennial Youth Week, emphasizing Memphis
youth's share in the City's future. Youth parade, concerts,
fashion shows, sporting events. Re-creation by local paro
chial schools of first Mass celebrated in Tennessee. The
Photo Courtesy Memphis Chamber of Commerce

AUGUST—
Top professional football teams play pre-season exhibi
tion games. Model boat builders compete in Sesquicen
tennial Model Power Boat Regatta. Baseball, featuring
Memphis Blues.
SEPTEMBER—
Mid-South Fair (19-27th) for 114 years has attracted
millions to view exhibits and have a good time on glitter
ing, mile-long midway. Labor Week (lst-5th) salutes
working men and women. Sailing enthusiasts compete in
Sesquicentennial Cup Regatta. Collegiate football season
gets underway.
OCTOBER—
Performing and Graphic Arts Festival. Memphis Sym
phony, Little Theatre, Ballet, art galleries cooperate to
produce a fascinating week with the fine arts. Autorama
presents a different brand of excitement with rallies, races,
Concours d'Elegance, modern and antique auto shows.
NOVEMBER—
Sesquicentennial Thanksgiving for 150 years of City
growth. Farm month presents latest in agricultural devel
opments and methods.
DECEMBER—
Liberty Bowl matches two of Nation's top teams in an
nual classic. Halftime ceremonies announce closing days
of Sesquicentennial over national network television.

n

FOCAL POINT OF COURT SQUARE is a fountain donated by a group of citizens in 1876 and
topped with a statue of Hebe, "Cupbearer to the Gods." In this green oasis in the heart of downtown, a
Bible is open around the clock in a glass-enclosed case, which is maintained by Memphis Union Mission
and opened daily to turn a page. Also of interest in the park is a plaque containing Walter Malone's poem,
"Opportunity," and a memorial to the Second Army, which was headquartered here during World War II.

Visitors find Memphis a fascinating city to explore, for
here in the capital of the Mid-South, the Old South and the
New South meet. And here, too, is a gateway across the
mighty Mississippi to the West.
There is a wealth of interesting things to see and do in
Memphis. And visitors, after seeing Memphis, can maintain
a base here from which they can move out in all directions to
take in interesting sights in the area. To mention just a few;
Shiloh National Military Park, 105 miles; Casey Jones Home
and Railroad Museum, Jackson, Tenn., 85 miles; Reelfoot
Lake, 95 miles; nearby Mississippi and Arkansas plantations;
antebellum homes at Holly Springs, Oxford, Columbus and
Natchez, where pilgrimages are conducted each year; the
Land Between the Lakes, a 170,000-acre recreation area in
western Kentucky and Tennessee (located between Kentucky
Lake on the Tennessee River and Lake Barkley on the Cum
berland River); and some of the finest fishing and duck hunt
ing areas anywhere.
Each season brings a wide selection of symphony, ballet,
repertory theatre, the Metropolitan Opera, touring Broadway
plays, and art exhibits under auspices of a dozen cultural
and entertainment agencies. Visitors may consult newspapers,
a monthly events calendar published by the Chamber of
Commerce, and the Memphis Hotel and Motel Greeter
Guide for specific schedules.
The Auditorium is municipally-owned, has 16 meeting
rooms accommodating from 20 to 6,800 persons. Main and
Poplar.
One of the most famous streets in America. It was here that
W. C. Handy gave birth to the blues. Statue of the famed
composer is in Handy Park. The street in 1966 was desig
nated a national historic landmark.
Brooks Memorial Art Gallery. On display are outstanding
permanent collections of sculpture and paintings, including a
Kress collection of Renaissance paintings. Loan exhibits are
frequently on display. In Overton Park. Open 10-5 Tuesday
through Saturdays; 2-5 Sundays; closed Mondays. Admission
free.
Chucalissa Indian Town. An archaeological development
and museum operated by Memphis State University. Founded
around 900 A.D., the village remained occupied until the
early 1600's when its inhabitants abandoned the site. The In
dian word "Chucalissa" is translated "house abandoned" or
"deserted town." In T. O. Fuller State Park on Indian Village
Drive, reached by Mitchell Road west of U. S. HWY. 61.
Open 9-5 Tuesdays through Saturdays, 1-5 Sundays, closed
Mondays. Admission to museum free; admission to restored
village, children under six free, 10 cents for children 6-12, all
others 25 cents.
Civic Center. This downtown development includes the 11-

story, 13'/2-million dollar Federal Building, completed in
1963; a new nine million dollar City Hall completed in 1966,
and new state and county office buildings under construc
tion. (See entry on downtown Memphis, page 3).
Coliseum. The 4.7-million dollar Mid-South Coliseum, seat

12

ing up to 14,250, is home to Memphis State's basketball
Tigers, and for other sports, conventions, entertainment and
special events. Located in Fairgrounds, east of East Parkway
between Central and Southern.

Cotton Carnival. "The Nation's Party in the Land of Cotton"

is held nine days each May. Features include a river pageant
at the foot of Monroe, gigantic parades, midway, sailing re
gatta, and secret society clubrooms.
Cotton Exchange. More than one-third of the nation's cotton
crop is bought or sold each year by members of the Memphis
Cotton Exchange, making Memphis the largest spot cotton
market in the world. In connection with a visit to the Ex
change at Front and Union, visitors may take a stroll down
Front Street where most of the cotton offices are located. Ex
change is open Mondays through Fridays 9:30-2:30. Admis
sion free.
Crystal Shrine Grotto. In Memorial Park, 5668 Poplar, the
Grotto depicts in statues the history of Christ from birth to
resurrection. Open 7-5:30 daily. Admission free.
Fairgrounds Amusement Park. Variety of rides and Other
entertainment is offered April through September. East Park
way and Young. Open Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays only,
April-May; June-September open every evening except Mon
day; hours 7-11 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays. Admission
free.
Fontaine House. This restored French-Victorian mansion at
680 Adams is the first phase of a James Lee Memorial proj
ect which ultimately will include restoration of the James
Lee House at 690 Adams and an adjoining Carriage House.
The Fontaine House was built in 1871 and acquired in 1884
by Noland Fontaine Sr., Memphis cotton factor. The James
Lee House (not yet open to visitors) is Victorian, was begun
in 1843 and acquired in 1890 by Capt. James Lee Jr., of the
Lee Line Steamers. Fontaine House is included on Heritage
House Tour of famous old Memphis homes conducted each
May by Memphis Chapter, Association for Preservation of
Tennessee Antiquities, which is preserving the James Lee
Memorial. The Fontaine House is open to the public 1-4
daily; 10-1 by appointment. Admission children through 11,
25 cents; adults $1; Armed Forces personnel and students,
50 cents.
Football Stadium. Completed 1965 at a cost of 3.7 million
dollars. Seats 50,160, and is built to accommodate expansion
to 70,000 seats. Home of Memphis State football Tigers, and
annual Liberty Bowl. Named Memphis Memorial Stadium in
dedication to veterans of World Wars I and II and the
Korean War. Located in Fairgrounds, east of East Parkway,
between Central and Southern.
Golf Courses. The Memphis Metropolitan Area has nine
public and 11 private golf courses. For list of courses with
data on each, contact Memphis Area Chamber of Commerce.
Graceland. The home of Elvis Presley, dominating spacious
grounds in the Old South manner with modern touches.
Teenagers and adults from all over the world visit outside
the gates of this popular showplace.
Magevney House. Picturesque clapboard cottage, built in
1831 and purchased in 1837 by Eugene Magevney, pioneer
schoolmaster. At 198 Adams. Open Tuesdays through Satur
days 10-4; Sunday, 1-4; closed Mondays. Admission free.
McKellar Lake. Offered here are boating, sailing and water
skiing. Facilities include a public boat ramp, and a marina.
Reached through Riverside Park.

the sportsminded include a Memphis Gun Club off Appling
Road, north of the Shelby County Penal Farm, and a num
ber of hunt and riding clubs. A Germantown Charity Horse
Show is a major event each June. Ames Plantation at nearby
Grand Junction, Tenn., is the home each February of the Na
tional Bird Dog Championship, the World Series of hunting
dog competition.

Medical Center. Site of the University of Tennessee Medical
Units and a dozen hospitals in the immediate area. Extending
several blocks north, east and south of Madison and Dunlap.
Memphis Belle. Famous B-17 Flying Fortress which flew 25
missions over France and Germany in World War II. On per
manent outdoor display at National Guard Armory, 2525
Central.

T. O. Fuller State Park. Located on Mitchell Road off U. S.
HWY. 61, 12 miles southwest of downtown Memphis, the
1,000-acre park has an 18-hole course, picnic areas, swim
ming, tent camping, group camping and hiking, and is site of
Chucalissa Indian Town.

Memphis Botanic Garden. Home of Goldsmith Civic Garden

Center, horticultural library, and conservatory. Outstanding
rose, iris, magnolia, wild flower, daffodil, daylily, dahlia,
ground cover, azalea, annual, camellia, lily, hibiscus, cactus,
and lawn grass collections. A Japanese Garden, gracefully
curved bridge and placid lake are also featured. A. W. C.
Paul Arboretum contains extensive plantings of holly, vibur
num, and crab apple. At 750 Cherry Road, in Audubon Park.

Theatre. Front St. Theatre at 1819 Madison is one of the

nation's outstanding professional resident theaters, offering
year-round schedule of great classic and modern plays. Mem
phis Little Theatre at Memphis Museum conducts a regular

Admission free.
Memphis Metropolitan Airport. Completed 1963, at a cost of

20 million dollars. Cost of the new terminal building was five
million.
Memphis Museum. Popularly called "Pink Palace," the mu
seum is municipally operated. Was to have been home of
Clarence Saunders, who pioneered the self-service grocery
with his Piggly-Wiggly chain. Houses fine collections of na
tural history and art objects, including trophies from African
safaris by Memphis cotton man Berry B. Brooks. Museum
includes a planetarium, and is home of the Memphis Little
Theatre. Central between Tilton and Lafayette. Open 9-5
Tuesdays through Saturdays, 2-5 Sundays, closed Mondays.
Admission free.
Invitational Open Golf Tournament. This $100,000 classic is

held each year in late May or early June at Colonial Country
Club.

Chucalissa Indian Town
Memphis Queen II. Excursion rides on the Mississippi River

are available aboard the river boat operating from the foot of
Monroe. The 1 '/2-hour trips are at 9:30 a.m. daily except Sun
day June-August; 2:30 p.m. seven days a week March-No
vember; 4:30 p.m. Saturday and Sunday April-November;
winter months 2:30 p.m. weather permitting. Fares $1.75 for
adults; 90 cents children under 12; children under 5 free.
Mid-South Fair. Held annually for nine days in September at

the Fairgrounds. Features outstanding livestock, agricultural,
commercial and industrial exhibits. Top entertainment in
cludes largest rodeo east of the Mississippi River.
Mississippi River. Viewed from the high bluffs at Memphis,
Old Man River offers an ever-changing panorama. Recom
mended views are from Ashburn and Confederate Parks.
Presidents Island. Memphis Harbor Project is one of the na

tion's choice industrial areas. Project provides deep, stillwater harbor and a public river-rail-truck terminal. More
than nine million tons of river cargo are handled annually
by the Port of Memphis.
Shelby Forest. State park 12 miles north of Memphis con

tains 12,512 acres, has more visitors each year than any Ten
nessee state park. Camping, hiking, boating, fishing, horse
back riding, picnic areas, hunting in season.
Sightseeing Tour. Conducted Gray Line sightseeing tours
leave the Sheraton-Peabody Hotel daily at 9:30 a.m. and 1:30
and 4 p.m. The 2'A-hour tour is $3.50, children 5-11 half fare.
Sundays by reservation only.

ATTRACTION for visitors to Memphis includes the Memphis Belle,
a B-17 World War II aircraft which flew 25 missions against the
enemy. It was brought to Memphis in 1946 and is on permanent dis
play at the National Guard Armory on Central. *

Sports. You name it, you'll find it in and near Memphis:
Golfing, ice and roller skating, polo, tennis, bowling, Softball,
handball, horseback riding, swimming, water skiing, out
standing high school and college football and basketball, and
hunting and fishing.
Memphis is home of a new 50,160-seat football stadium and
an adjoining coliseum, which form an important new sports
complex at the Fairgrounds. Other outstanding facilities for
* Photo Courtesy Memphis Chamber of Commerce

season of six productions September through May each year,
and a two-week summer schedule in July. Memphis Chil
dren's Theatre has won national acclaim for three yearly
productions by children and young people in grades 1 through
12. Touring Broadway plays are presented at various times at
The Auditorium. Other theater groups include Southwestern's Center Players and an annual Memphis State Univer
sity Shakespearean Festival.
Zoo. The Memphis Zoological Garden and Aquarium is rec

ognized as one of the finest in the country. Popularly known
as Overton Park Zoo, located in one of Memphis' out
standing municipal parks. Open summer months 9:30-5:30
weekdays, 9:30-6 Saturdays and Sundays; during winter
closes 4:30 weekdays and 5 Saturdays and Sundays; closed
Thanksgiving and Christmas. Admission to Zoo free; Aquar
ium admission 25 cents for adults, 10 cents for children 6-12. •

MODERN MEMPHIS boasts this attractive new home of the Mem
phis & Shelby County Health Department. Columns sheathed in blue
Japanese tile support portions of the rectangular structure, which sur
rounds an inner courtyard.

MEMPHIS MEDICAL CENTER, the South's largest,
has 22 hospitals with a total of 5,699 beds. There are more than
170,000 hospital admissions in Memphis each year, 66,000 of
them from out of town. The health industry locally employs more
than 11,000 people and has an annual pay roll of more than 46
million dollars. St. Jude Hospital is a part of the expanding
Medical Center. *

HELPING MAKE Memphis a Place of Good Abode, as the Egyp
tian name suggests, are more than 660 churches. Memphis for many
years has boasted of having more churches than service stations. *

Memphis Will Be Circled by 67
miles of expressway upon comple
tion of the new system. Memphis is
•rved by eight U. S. Highways and
>e systems. *

COMPLETED IN 1965 at a cost of 3.7 million dollars, the Mem
phis Memorial Stadium seats 50,160 and is built to accommodate ex
pansion to 70,000 seats. Named Memphis Memorial Stadium in dedi
cation to veterans of World War I and II and the Korean War, the
stadium is home of the Memphis State University Tigers and the annual
Liberty Bowl. Nearby is the New Mid-South Coliseum, (top). *

CHRISTIAN BROTHERS COLLEGE, the only Catholic college of
engineering for men in the South, offers bachelor of science degrees in
accounting, biology, chemistry, engineering, marketing, mathematics
and physics. *
Photo Courtesy Memphis Chamber of Comi

Below; SOUTHWESTERN AT
MEMPHIS is one of the 14 col
leges and universities making Mem
phis a major educational center.
Southwestern has been widely ac
claimed for its Adult Education
Center, its participation in the
American Alumni Seminar for
Public Responsibility and its Honor
System. By long established custom
and tradition, students through the
Honor System assume responsibility
for honorable conduct of all aca
demic tests and examinations, and
all other phases of student life. *

Helping make Memphis a Place of Good Abode, as the Egyptian
name suggests, are more than 660 churches. Memphis for many years
has boasted of having more churches than service stations. *
* Photo Courtesy Memphis Chamber of Commerce

Memphis, long known as the "The Hardwood Capital of the World," has been the center of the state's
lumber industry since 1890. Memphis leads the world in production of hardwood flooring and furniture.

MEMPHIS ACADEMY OF ARTS, in Overton Park, is among cultural facilities that contribute to
Memphis being a place of Good Abode, as its Egyptian name suggests. The Academy offers a Bachelor of
Fine Arts Degree.

tennessee
lales
By James Ewing

"God bless Memphis! The noblest city on the face of the earth!". . . Mark Twain

While most of us are familiar with
the story of Ponce De Leon and his
search in Florida for a "Fountain of
Youth," another story concerns an
equally famous Spaniard, Hernando De
Soto, who made a search through Ten
nessee for such a mystic fountain.
De Soto's quest led him to the Missis
sippi River and the Indian home of the
Great Chief Chisca, who lived in seclu
sion atop an ancient mound.
The Spanish General and his army of
several hundred had landed in Tampa
Bay on the coast of Florida in May,
1539. They spent two years making
their way through Florida and the wilds
of what is now Tennessee, losing scores
of men to the arrows of savage Indians,
to pestilence and disease.
De Soto, according to the story, was
about to give up the search and turn
back, when an Indian brave communi
cated the news that just a little farther
west lay the Mighty Father of Waters, a
fountain of eternal youth and a great
Indian chief who remained young and
strong because he drank from the foun
tain.
Great Chief Chisca had lived in se
clusion in his mound home for many
years. His lodge was surrounded by a
strong wall of logs and could be reached
only by climbing two ladders placed one
above the other against the steep side of
the mound.
A group of chosen warriors guarded
him night and day and none but his
nearest of kin, his counselors and the
"mystery man" of the Chickasaw tribe
were allowed to climb the ladders.
It was well-known that he had once
been a strong young warrior and the
legend grew that he retained all his

youthful abilities and appearance as he
grew wiser through the years with age.
Neighboring tribes heard the story
and dared not attack the Chickasaw
Bluff home of the Great Chisca for they
felt that, in discovering the mystery of
youth, he had attained supernatural
powers.
When De Soto and his men reached
the area that is now Memphis and
looked for the first time on the waters
of the Mighty Mississippi, it only made
the story of Chisca's greatness more
believable.
Entering the village inhabited by the
Chickasaws, they had no difficulty in
subduing them with their sticks that
shot fire and bullets and the strange
animals they rode, for the Indians had
never laid eyes on a gun or a horse.
Even so, some 4,000 warriors sur
rounded their chief at his Mound home
and De Soto found himself temporarily
foiled.
But he immediately set out to win
over the chief and this he finally ac
complished through the sending of gifts
and the veiled suggestion that he, too,
might possess supernatural powers.
Finally, the great day came and De
Soto was permitted to scale the ladders
and visit the Great Chief Chisca inside
the royal lodge where only a handful of
men, white or red, had ever been.
Brushing eagerly past the deerhide
door of the chief, De Soto came to a
full halt a few scant feet from the ob
ject of his interest, and there beheld,
not a young, virile warrior, but a wiz
ened little man, skinny and wrinkled
with a high, cackling voice and glazed
eyes that made it difficult for him to see
his visitor.
Stammering a few brief words, De
Soto quickly made his exit, still in a
state of shock over the little, mummy
like creature he had beheld.
Gathering the remnants of his army,
he built rafts and crossed the Mississip

pi mural portraying DeSoto and his men
standing on the "Bluff" overlooking the Missi
ssippi River. The mural is located in the Pink
Palace Museum.
pi, continuing his quest for the elusive
fountain for another year before con
tinuing southward toward the Gulf of
Mexico.
As it turned out, De Soto was very
much in need of the youth-renewing
waters he sought so diligently, for he
died in 1542, before completing his trip
down the Mississippi and just a year
after his meeting with the Great Chief
Chisca.
More than a hundred years passed
before another white man came along
to view the Mississippi. This time it was
a Frenchman, LaSalle, who planted a
banner on the old site of Chisca and
built a cabin and fort. •

